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We explored strengths, needs, and designed a change idea…

STAR Reading 
- Scan
- Target
- Annotate
- Respond

Scripted 
Conversations

Paragraph 
Number

Important 
words

Pathos, Logos, 
Ethos

How does it show it? 

1

2

Reading Annotation Chart

We identified a need to increase 
higher order thinking and student 
ownership of their language 
production. We built on and refined 
the school’s pre-existing instructional 
routines. The scripted conversation 
promotes speaking and practice with 
content vocabulary. The reading 
annotation chart shifts ownership of 
processing reading from teachers to 
students. The APE paragraph writing 
format helps promote higher order 
thinking. We rolled out the routines and 
coached teachers using an inquiry 
cycle.

APE Writing 
- Answer
- Provide 

evidence
- Explain
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Teacher Implementation Results from Inquiry Cycle

Students went from almost exclusively 
receiving feedback on content to getting 
feedback on both content and the language 
students used to communicate the content. 

Students in this classroom spent more time with 
various domains. 

The following show the before and after lesson results of a teacher focused on APE writing with an emphasis on:
a. connecting various domains (reading, speaking, listening) to support writing
b. teacher feedback
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School-wide Teacher Efficacy Survey Results
Staff Quotes: 

My students are growing in oral and written discourse 
thanks to the various linguistic routines we practice at our 
school. I also believe they have improved in critical and 
argumentative thinking.

I have noticed students writing/speaking in more 
complex sentences by using transition words to 
connect ideas. In my class specifically, most students 
are comfortable doing scripted conversations 
completely in English and with fewer supports.

Students are writing more in classes. They have 
sentence stems in almost every lesson and know the 
routines when writing. Teachers are more comfortable 
implementing the routines and pushing students to 
write more.

All teachers agreed or 
strongly agreed that 
engaging in inquiry 
cycles helped them 
improve their practice.

All teachers agree or 
strongly agree that the 
curriculum adaptations 
benefit students’ 
literacy growth.

On an anonymous survey, 


